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It's November, the month in which we celebrate Thanksgiteg in the U.S.A.
Mostly today, people are thinking about food, football, and IBFrcday, the day
when the official shopping season for Christmas begins.

Back in 1989 | wrote Inner Visions, a collection of poet@ne of those poems is
a little poem entitled “Thanking.”

Thanking is thinking
It starts with a thought
Of others, of God, of life.
| am
| think,
Thoughtful to thank.

At Thanksgiving we are to think about all the things for whighare thankful.
One way is to list 20 things about each person in your yaamnidl/or extended
family for which you are thankful. It's a nice waysdying you think about them
and appreciate having them in your life. This includes thiosgular” people as
well. But the big idea is getting into the memoryesus Christ in our lives.

It may be the time of Thanksgiving and soon the time to caieltihe Incarnation
of Jesus Christ (John 1), but in doing so we must remethbedesus was sent by



the Father to save a people who would be redeemed, recancilexir Creator,
forgiven of their sin, delivered from the wrath of Godd @et free from the sway
of the devil. As many describe it, He was born to livelifikeGod required, to die
to pay the penalty for sin, and to be raised from the detdeipower of an endless
life.

Over in 1 Corinthians 11:24, the Comprehensive Versiorneof Rm Craig, a NT
Greek scholar, we have:

And after He had given thanks, He broke (referring only of bread in thefi¢h
of a ceremonial or religious act at the beginning of a meal)ldadaid: this thing
of Me is the body (soma), namely, the in-behalf-of-you body; this thingrgda
be doing in order to get into the memory of Me. 1 Corinthians 11:24

As Jesus gave thanks at the Passover meal, just@iibs Crucifixion, He was
making a change, to a New Covenant, a superior one. eAsigin Priest in the
order of Melchizedek (and not Levite), He had this right. Hebrells us that
where there is a change in the Priesthood, thereharage in the law. Christ is
our Passover, our Deliverer, our Savior, the One who bringsitusf darkness into
His marvelous light. So He gave instruction.

What was Jesus thinking as He gave thanks at that Rasseal? He was about
to be taken, turned over to both religious and civil authoritistrogated and
tried, and go outside the city gates of Jerusalem toungfied. He knew it. He
had foretold it. On the cross He referenced Psalm 2Ri¢opeople in on what was
happening: Christ, the Messiah, would die for the sinbadd given to Him by
His Father, who sent Him to save a people. He wouldkisdody as a once-for-
all-time sacrifice for sin, bearing sin, bearing theseubearing the wrath of the
Living God against all that is contrary to His natarel ways, bearing the glory,
suffering in the place of a people. He would glorify HigHer in this obedience
even to death on the cross, in all humility. He woutéBadivine justice and
close the door to the Devil legally and judicially, enadlforgiveness of sins,
reconciliation with the Father, redemption, propitatiand the destruction of the
works of darkness.

Jesus was thinking about the joy set before Him. (Hebdy His heart was to
glorify His Father. He reveals that heart in John 17e glbry is the oneness and
the purpose was that the love would be in them.

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your
Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, >as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He Eshould
give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. > And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. * | have glorified You on the earth. | have finished
the work which You have given Me to do. > And now, O Father, glorify Me together Bwith Yourself, with
the glory which | had with You before the world was. John 17:1-5 NKJV



204 do not pray for these alone, but also for those Wl believe in Me through their word;
Lthat they all may be one, as You, Fatlzee,in Me, and | in You; that they also may be one in
Us, that the world may believe that You sent Kténd the glory which You gave Me | have
given them, that they may be one just as We are?dhim them, and You in Me; that they may
be made perfect in one, and that the world may knowvtbathave sent Me, and have loved
them as You have loved Me. John 17:20-23 NKJV

So as Jesus broke the bread, He blessed it. This bread mgslbtis body
given—the on-behalf-of-you body. Jesus had no personaHsrns a Divine
Person with a divine nature who took on a human naturdimen body. The
Person of Christ, with two distinct natures, is fullpd and fully man (human).
Those two natures are in a perfect union in one Person.

It is immeasurably sweet, and awe-inspiring, to know that Jesus’s two natures are perfectly united in his
one person. Jesus is not divided. He is not two people. He is one person. As the Chalcedonian Creed
states, his two natures are without confusion, without change, without division, and without separation.
Jesus is one. https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-is-the-hypostatic-union

While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (the gleRbmans 5:8 This is what
we are supposed to think about and be thankful for as the brieaaken. We do
this to get into the memory of Jesus.

Likewise, after eating the bread, Jesus said, This dine iSsew Covenant in My
Blood; this do, as often as, whenever you drink [it], meenbrance of Me. 1
Corinthians 11:25.

True believers are to get into the memory of Jesusieder we drink the fruit of
the vine in communion. It is to remind us of the New Gaw# in Christ’s Blood,
the Cup. As often as we may eat this bread and drinktipiswe proclaim the
death of the Lord until that He should come. 1 Corinthidng6.

Let’s think about Jesus, not only while receiving commuai®the Body of
Christ, but also every day, with thankfulness to the éafthr sending the Son,
with thankfulness to Jesus for His willing and whole-teshobedience and the
salvation of our souls, and for the sending of the FEEgyrit who applies to us
what Jesus has accomplished in our behalf.

Paul, often called the Apostle of Joy, wrote this in Bpians while in prison
there:

®Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whateviagsare noble, whatever thingsre just,
whatever thingsire pure, whatever thingsre lovely, whatever thingare of good report, ithere
is any virtue and ifhere isanything praiseworthy—meditate on these thidg@#e things which
you learned and received and heard and saw in me, theseddbeaGod of peace will be with
you. Philippians 4:8 NKJV


https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-is-the-hypostatic-union

Get into the memory of Jesus. Consider Him. Meditatelom He is; on what He
has done. Think. Fix your eyes, focus on Jesus, Hisdai what enabled Him to
endure. And rejoice in the joy that He loves you.

Aave a blessed 7hanksgiving!
Dt Yary Craig
YNavy Craig Yinistries

... let us run with endurance the race that is set befoféaaking unto [to or into the faith of]
Jesus, th&author andfinisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him erdur
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat downrghtkand of the throne of God. Hebrews
12:1b, 2 NKJV

3For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinagi@inst Himself, lest you become
weary and discouraged in your souls. Hebrews 1:3 NKJV
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