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“No Greater Love”

There used to be this song that people were singing, diutorld needing love now. Today
people go around saying they are for love while at the samethey are committing violent
acts of protest and demonstrations of their intolergtacthem, the worst of sins).

Of course, a holy God doesn’'t come off as being too taler@ertainly, His holiness demands
separation, setting boundaries between such things amdifdeath, clean and unclean, holy and
unholy, what is good and what is evil. God in His Lawmegiwhat love looks like, and what it
doesn’'t. God doesn't tolerate just anything, any kindhimking and/or behavior. He sets the
standard of love, life, and truth.

That's the thing. To a redeemed people, God gave His lliawas given as an act of love, to
preserve and protect life. It was a “do this and youlivé and be blessed” and “if you don’'t do
this, you will be cursed and die” type of covenant. {@eanomy 28) All the people who heard
Moses this one day said they would keep the covenaniri@maded and established. They stood
there in the hearing of the Law and said they would olay they had no power to do so. And
the Law cannot give life; it just stands there asStandard of Righteousness.

God, the faithful God always, kept to the words of theeoant He made. He is a covenant-
keeping God.

Alongside the Law, and preceding it all the way back&Garden, was the Promise. | call
these promises the “I will” statements of God. Tits promise came in the same passage as
God pronounced curses for disobedience, the disobedéAdam in breaking the covenant of
works/creation/Adam. Adam’s disobedience plunged humantibythe estate of sin and misery,
but in the midst of the curses, God made a promise.

And | will put enmity between you and the woman, [ speaking to the serpent/Satan], and between
your seed [the seed of Satan/serpent] and her seed [ speaking of Christ]; it shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise Hishedl. Genesis 3:15

This was the first of many promises. The Promise datsfulfillment in Jesus Christ, the
Messiah, whose life would fulfill more than 300 propheaencerning who He is, what He



would be sent here to do, and how God'’s grace would suppfgaitheneeded to believe God
keep His Word.

God had asked the people whom He had redeemed out of BdygpHis demonstration people.
Others around the Hebrews a/k/a the Israelites, wekedw these people had been chosen by
God. They were chosen, not because of anything beirabatbtis about them as compared
with other peoples, but because the Living God had chossst tdis love and affection and
glory upon them. They were to demonstrate the glorgmigoso loved by their
Creator/Redeemer so as to be witnesses of the praitiaimers of the One True and Living
God. Look at what Deuteronomy 7:6-8 says:

6"For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for
His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7"The LORD did not set His
love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the
fewest of all peoples, 8but because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your
forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.... http.//biblehub.com/deuteronomy/7-7.htm

Before Jesus was sent by the Father to planet Earthe@tured again and again the pattern of
rebellion bringing God’s judgment, cries for mercy and adedr, God bringing a deliverer and
enabling repentance, and God forgiving and restoring His peoplenself. So many times, the
heart of a holy God churned within Him. How could Heegihem up? But God is a just God
and His ways just and true. Shall not the Judge of alE#neh do right? (Genesis 18:25)

So here’s the standard of the Law and alongside ruriRrthraise. People trying to save
themselves and merit life through Law-keeping find thexeh@o ability to do so. All fall short
of the glory of God, from the favored of God to thoeathen over there. No one is righteous,
no not one.

Now the wages of sin is death and everyone has thischéed iniquity, sins of the heart. All of
us, me and you and all people, are in serious and totaMitgpdead in trespasses and sins,
unable to produce life out of our own ability (eternal lded the Law and our “doings” won't
produce this life (eternal life).

But God, who isrich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were
dead in sins, has quickened us together with Christ, (by grace you are saved), and has raised us
up together, and made us sit together in heavenly placesin Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come
He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ

Jesus. Ephesians 2:4-7.

You see, the Holy Spirit is the Life-Producer. Héhis Promise of the Father. He comes and
regenerates hearts such that a person repents and $@lidesus, believes Jesus, and believes
what Jesus believes. By the washing of regeneratioreaegval of the Holy Spirit, a person is
saved. (Titus 3:4-7) That's why we say that salvasdiy faith in Jesus Christ alone. We have
to believe the Promise. We will demonstrate that elgeby putting off those things which
displease God and which are contrary to His nature ayd and by putting on Christ,



conforming to His moral image and bringing every thought eapt the obedience of Christ.
We will find ourselves clinging to what is good [as God defittand hating what is evil [as
God defines it] and we will hunger and thirst for the Liviagd, desiring Him, wanting Him.

At first, people just go around amazed. Jesus loves Miter bn, with some growing in grace
and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, that turns to J&8WES me. Then one day we get the
emphasis in the right place. JESUS loves me. &ueis.

While we were enmity, Christ died for us. Jesus livedlifie God requires as Creator from His
creation, namely perfect, personal, perpetual obediedesus died the death the Law demanded
as penalty for disobedience. In doing so, by offeringpd¢ilf as the Lamb of God, as the
sacrifice to make atonement, Jesus overcame the awserath of God through propitiation;
overcame debt and liability through that sacrifice wlattbwed forgiveness of sin; overcame
bondage to sin through redemption; overcame alienation@odithrough reconciliation [peace
with God through the Blood of the Cross]; and overc&ai@n and his kingdom by His work of
destruction. And He did it all because God loved antdigsnSon.

Because of the Promise, we have this blessed hopet Dhusthe hope of glory.

And hope makes not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit which isgiven unto us. Romans 5:5

Do not stagger at the Promise of God through unbelief)ikettAbraham (Romans 4), be strong
in faith, giving glory to God. Be, by the Holy Spiritilly persuaded that what God has promised
in His Word, He is able also to perform.

For there is no greater love than the love of the One and holy God. There is no greater
love.

No, God is not tolerant the way the world wants Hinbéo accepting and approving just
everything. (Romans 1) But God’s love is the love withlie, pure and holy, without
perversion, authentic, undivided, committed, binding, bamdmerciful, infinite, a covenant
love.

Yes, the world needs it now, and whether you shareGisl News, the Gospel, across
backyard fences or across the nations of the worlahotibe ashamed of it, not of the Gospel,
not of confessing Christ, not of the Blood and all it esents.

As the Holy Spirit indwells a true believer, He heaie binds up the brokenhearted. He
comforts and strengthens. He is faithful. He makesnaehfor the lonely. He is with you and
for you. Receive Him and let Him love you.

Just the Messenger,

Mary Craig

Mary Craig, D. Min.



In this was manifested the love of God toward us;
Because that God sent His only begotten Son into thielwo
That we might live through Him.

Herein is love, not that we loved God,
But that He loved us,
And sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
1 John 4:9, 10
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