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We've been talking about how to survive in the Kingdom oflGabout how we are to live in
God’s kingdom under His reign and rule. We spent timeidening the over-arching Law of
Cause and Effect, God the Sovereign Cause, Man theoReible Agent and Secondary Cause.
We’ve been sharing some specifics under the principesve do, God will do.

Today we’re going to talk about the Law of Responsibilthe find it in Luke 12. In this
chapter, Jesus gives 5 warnings. We are to:

» Beware of hypocrisy and depend on the Holy Spirit.

» Beware of covetousness.

* Beware of worrying.

* Beware of carelessness. Be faithful; work with intggri

* Beware of spiritual dullness by utilizing discernment atideince.

It's in the section concerning carelessness thatwdedur Law of Responsibility. In Luke 12:35-
53, Jesus exhorts us to “Wait and Watch” for the LordisrnetThen He encourages us to be
working when He comes. Each one has some work to tihisinvorld, assigned to us by the
Lord. Our responsibility is to be found faithful when Jesumes.

35"Let your waist be girded angbur lamps burning36and you yourselves be like men who

wait for their master, when he will return from thedding, that when he comes and knocks they
may open to him immediatel@7Blessedare those servants whom the master, when he comes,
will find watching. Assuredly, | say to you that he willdyhimself and have them sit dowm
eat,and will come and serve theB8And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the
third watch, and findhemso, blessed are those servaB®8ut know this, that if the master of

the house had known what hour the thief would come, hddvWglhave watched and not

allowed his house to be broken ind@Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.”

41Then Peter said to Him, “Lord, do You speak this parablgto us, or to alpeople?

42And the Lord said, “Who then is that faithful and wisewsdrd, whonhis master will make
ruler over his household, to gitleem theirportion of food [hin due season/3Blesseds that
servant whom his master will find so doing when he cod€&uly, | say to you that he will
make him ruler over all that he hd8&But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is
delaying his coming,’” and begins to beat the male and fesealants, and to eat and drink and
be drunk 46the master of that servant will come on a day wheis het looking forhim, and at
an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in twd appointhim his portion with the
unbelievers47And that servant who knew his master’s will, and didpreparehimselfor do
according to his will, shall be beaten with mastrypes.48But he who did not know, yet
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committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beatdnfent. For everyone to whom much is
given, from him much will be required; and to whom mbels been committed, of him they will
ask the more. Luke 12:35-48 NKJV

We can also reference that to 1 Corinthians 4:2.

1So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christeamards of the mysteries of God.
2Now it is requiredof stewardghatthey be foundaithful. 3I care very little, however, if | am
judged by you or by any human court. In fact, | do not gwege myself.... 1 Corinthians 4:1, 2
Berean.

We’'re not going to find it all so easy because we beasmin enemy territory. Actually the devil
is here now illegally. It's like going into an areaeafyou won the war and working to get the
enemy to keep the terms of that victory settlement. Savilv be warring as well.

But today, we're going to look more deeply into Luke 12:42ffd there is our Law of
Responsibility found in verse 48.

From everyone who has been given much, shall mucadered and to whom they entrusted
much, of him they will ask all the more. Luke 12:48.

Did you think about Joseph, the life of Joseph, while weeweading that? | certainly did. |
thought about Joseph and how he was so diligent evenhéheras a slave to Potiphar and then
he was falsely accused and put into prison. Still heweay diligent to whatever work was
assigned to him. Soon he was put in charge of everythitig iprison. And finally he was put in
charge of all Egypt. He certainly lived this Lat¥rom everyone who has been given much,
shall much be required and to whom they entrusted muchynahiely will ask all the more.”

You see, the Lord was with Joseph so he became a sfidaean.

Relationships determine roles and roles deter mine responsibility.

We have a responsibility to look for Jesus, for Hismet The motive for Christian life and
service must be a desire to know God, to glorify Him by engp¥im, to demonstrate supreme
loyalty and attachment to Jesus Christ by keeping His cansiments and by loving one another
as we have first been loved by God, and to be found faahfiesus’ return.

Why? Because we are in relationship with God through CHifigtt relationship determines our
role and our role determines our responsibility. Also, elationship with others depends upon
our relationship with the Godhead. Those relationshipsmeterother roles which in turn
determine other responsibilities.

Deter mine relationships, roles, and responsibilities. So, it's helpful to list our relationships
starting first of all with our relationship with God tlugh Christ. After determining our various
roles, we can list our responsibilities under each role.

Favor carrieswith it responsbility. By grace, we have been given ability from God to radpo
in a God-honoring way; thus, responsibility. We are actad@ according to the measure of
God’s gifts and graces to glorify God with our whole beifgat is our function in the Kingdom
of God.

For example, maybe we are praying and asking God for $¢l#fibe we want a windfall of
money, a larger house, a company with 100 employees undetanger church, perfect health,
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more intelligence, higher and higher grades in schoohdsgor salvation for family members.
If we ask God for something, then we must be willing tweat the responsibility and
expectations that go with what we ask.

Listen to what we find in James 3:1. Here we réaek, not many of you become teachers my
brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stjgtiyment.”That just means we’d be more
accountable because with favor comes responsibility.

So we’re out there asking for these things, praying dous things, and we all want more. But
what would happen if we did suddenly become a multi-m#liovernight? Could we handle
the money as a good steward of Christ? Have we beerripgeparselves by learning how to
invest, how to manage money? How are we doing balancingankrazcounts, paying bills,
staying out of debt, and managing what we have right noare Mhoney may not be the
immediate answer. Even if God supplied it, we may eadlide to manage fit.

Look, this isn’t just for adults. This starts in clittbd. Parents are to train up their children, to
help them discover their gifts and talents and alsliaied coach them. No parenting—do not
despair. God is the perfect Parent. He trains, prepdiseiplines, and loves with a perfect love.

“If you want to change the world, start off by makingiyded.” Navy Seal Admiral William H.
McRaven.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBulGBCF9jc

The military figured out the importance of making onegsl land thus accomplishing one task
per instructions. We may groan and squirm, but making alg &&ch morning is proven to set
the day for success. It starts one out with greatefidence. Make your bed properly because if
you can't get that right, how will you get it right in caimtime? Overcome carelessness.

The one who is faithful in that which is least isoaflgithful in much. Despise not small
beginnings. Watch out when pressing God for something. ltedos content; trust the Lord to
promote. Sound like tough love? It is, but without abustiout evil.

As Charles Spurgeon said, and as | often quote, “Look nog tahor; but tend to the
responsibility.”

Paul was an Apostle. His office and role had respdit@bi Romans 1:14 tells us about his
sense of responsibility. Paul wrotém under obligation both to Greeks and to Barbarianshbot
to the wise and to the foolish. Thus for my part, Iager to preach the gospel to you also who
are in Rome.’You see, Paul knew his responsibility. Check out his ldeyst Paul carried the
burden of the churches. He endured persecution, prisols, ped challenges in his good fight
for the purity of the church and the Gospel. He finishet.

At its very base, it is an honor to be alive. We&sponsible to our Creator for that life that He
has given to us. As we grow in grace, we become maeuatable. More is expected of us.
Unlike too many parents, God doesn’t expect more of usHleagives us in grace, gifts, and
abilities. For what He requires, He enables by the auipg of His Spirit, His grace, His love,
His mercy, His truth, His light, etc.

Do we want honor and a higher position in life? Wékrt work. Work faithfully and diligently
at the tasks for today. We can get training for whereveuat to be. For example, are we
preparing ourselves to live eternally with a holy Goteaven? Are we preparing to meet Him
face to face? Are we even making our beds?
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God always has a place for the person who is prepaetd.det ready and act in accord with
God’s will as we now know it, being sensible and faithfGlod promotes those who are right
now obeying His will faithfully, getting ready for Hino tshow up again.

Remember the Law of Responsibility: From everyone hdmbeen given much, shall much be
required and to whom they’ve entrusted much, of him thélyask all the more.

Remember, relationships determine roles and roles deenesponsibilities. Our primary
relationship is with God. All other relationships depend uipdWith favor comes responsibility.
Want more from God? Start preparing now for the desetdionship and role. Where might we
start? We can start with making our bed properly. kitksavork. God has a place for the person
who is prepared.

Finally, let's be clear. Eternal life is a giftfrae gift to us but a very costly gift of immeasurable
worth. We cannot earn it nor do we deserve it. esawved by grace through faith in Jesus
Christ alone, and even that faith is a gift. llisthrough grace from the God of all Grace. We
deserve eternal punishment, but Jesus gave Himself affd@hirgto pay the penalty for our sin,
satisfying divine justice in our behalf and for our déneGod provided Himself a sacrifice to
ensure reconciliation with Him, to enable redemptionhgytilood of the Lamb, to enable the
cancellation of the debt note of sin and thus free um fjoilt and liability. Jesus bore the wrath
of God, the curse, the sin, and all righteousnesseasrly Righteous One. Jesus triumphed over
the kingdom of darkness, destroying its works. Jesus acstraglit. Our justification is by
grace alone, by faith alone, by Christ alone. Weivec#&sus into our hearts and through
repentance, continually being conformed to the imagesfsIChrist, we are sanctified. We
were created in Christ Jesus unto good works, works wrau@awd. Those works we do
empowered by the Holy Spirit who dwells within every tbediever. So we work.

Jesus was sent by the Father to save a people, tlese@ Him by the Father. He loses not
one. The Father is working and Jesus is working right tipi$ very moment. His place at the
right hand of the Father Almighty is exalted such dtaghe name of Jesus, every knee will bow.
Yet our Sovereign Lord walked and worked in all humilégrrying out His role as Savior and
Lord, fulfilling all responsibilities. We are not calleallbe Saviors, but we are called to be
disciples, to be learners, to follow Christ, and ¢ontnesses before the watching world. Amen.

Mary Craig, D. Min.

© 2022 Mary Craig Ministries, Inc. All rights reserved.

Thank you for giving to MCM! Donate: Mary Craig Ministidnc., P. O. Box 4610,
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338-4610 or through PayPal® onlinevat.marycraig.org. Go
to marycraig.org for the latest articles and woeteived. Take a look and see all that
God is doing through this ministry, in world missiomseivangelism, the Barnabas
Project, Craighouse® Christian Fellowship, home wisita Kinetic Koinonia, media,
and more. Worship with us 4:30 p.m. Sundays via telecarderdreach MCM at 954-
491-7270. Send in your prayer requests. Follow MCM Biblehiegs and Rev. Jim
Craig's sermons; go www.marycraig.org and click on “Audio Bible Studies” oDivine
Appointmentradio ministry; or go tavww.mcmtffr.org for audio sermons, teachings,
and handout sheets. Free. Gavtew.marycraigverses.org for “Enjoying God for Life” daily encouragement and
growing in your faith. Go tevww.marycraig.smugmug.com for some pictures of MCM world missions.



http://www.marycraig.org/index.html
http://www.marycraig.org/
http://www.mcmtffr.org/
http://enjoyinggodforlife.com/
http://www.marycraigverses.org/
http://www.marycraig.smugmug.com/

See our new Mary Craig Ministries YouTube Channel here:
www.youtube.com/channel/UCs4c-InXmh2HKF36huJOTa@AwWw.mcmvideochannel.canSubscribe for free.

Free books by Dr. Craig to download, print, or just opehigse, herewww.marycraig.org/Catalog.htm .

Mary Craig Ministries, Inc. is a USA 501 (C) (3) nonjrebrporation founded in 1993. Federal ID 65-0429517.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs4c-InXmh2HKF36huJQTOA
http://www.mcmvideochannel.com/
https://www.marycraig.org/Catalog.htm

