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Jesus preached the gospel of God. He says time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand’ Mark 1:14, 15. Jesus went about all Galilee teaching in the synagogdgsraaching the
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and ev&ngiip among the peopléMatthew
4:23. To understand the need for the coming of the Kingdom,ilhask the Holy Spirit to help
us see, perceive, and understand Jesus’ view of the warluamanity.

The OT prophets looked forward to a Day of the LortiatiDay would be a divine visitation to
purge the world of evil and sin and to establish God’s peré&gh in the earth. Some prophets,
like Amos, described the Kingdom in what we might cahia-world view. Others, like Isaiah,
saw the new order as new heavens and a new earth. R&®45; Isa: 65.17) To describe this,
somewhere along the way, a new idiom emerged—this abtharAge to Come. Matthew
12:32. The NT expresses the idea of eternity by the igigrton aionainto the ages, ais tous
aionas ton aiononynto the ages of the ages. Unending time.

2930 Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, | say to you,isheveone who has left house or
brothers or sisters or father or motftar wife or children offlands, for My sake and the
gospel's,*who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this timesuses and brothers and
sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persasutiand in the age to come, eternal
life. **But manywho arefirst will be last, and the last first.” Mark 10:29, B&JV

Attaining to “that age,” i.e., the Age to Come, is a bileg reserved for God’s people. It will be
inaugurated by the resurrection from the dead. Luke 20:35thk isge when death will be no
more. Those who attain to that age will be like thgeds in that they will become immortal.
Resurrection life is eternal life—the life of the AgeCome—the life of the KOG. Luke 20.34-
36.

34 Jesus answered and said to them, “The sons of this aggandrare given in marriag& But
those who are counted worthy to attain that age, ancsoerection from the dead, neither
marry nor are given in marriag&nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to thelsaage
are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. Luke -3®634

In this age wheat and weeds, sons of the Kingdom and soims e¥il one, live side by side in a
mixed society. At the harvest, or judgment, the wickdtlheiseparated out from the righteous.
Evildoers will be excluded from the KOG and suffer divine judgitn The righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.

“1The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they géther out of His kingdom all things
that offend, and those who practice lawlessri&ssd will cast them into the furnace of fire.
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There will be wailing and gnashing of teetfiThen the righteous will shine forth as the sun in
the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to letanjm hear! Matthew 13:41-43

This age is not in itself sinful; but if the cares loé tworld come and choke out the word of the
kingdom so that people neglect the message about the th@tthere is sin. (Mk 4:19; Mt
13:22) The wisdom of this age cannot attain to God (1 Coy. &6 Romans 12:1, 2 exhorts us
not to be conformed to this age/to this world but to bestcamed by the renewing of our minds.

The OT prophetic hope of the coming of the Kingdom involv@atastrophic inbreaking of God
and both a continuity and discontinuity with the otder. This age extends from creation to the
Day of the Lord, or the appearing of Christ, resurrecimnl judgment. It is the age of human
existence in weakness and mortality, of evil, sin, anthdeBhe Age to come will see the reality
of the reign of God. It will be the age of resurregtinto eternal life in the KOG. Life on the
earth, whether new in kind or new in quality or bothil e life transformed by the kingly rule

of God, a time when the people of God enter into tHarfehsure of divine blessing. Mt 19:28.

The KOG is necessary because people need to berescued. The evils of the present age need
to be purged, and will be purged by the act of God from huandrearthly existence.

The KOG is opposed by the kingdom of darkness, or evianSgtposes the redemptive purpose
of God. Satan is the “god of this age” (2 Cor. 4.4). Jesumles the strong man’s house, this
age, to spoil him. Mt. 12:29. It is not an absolute duallsmwever. The demonic realm is
composed of creatures created by God and thus subject tofeadks. God is the Father of
spirits. Fallen angels are helpless before the poi&od and Elect angels. They meet their
doom in the Day of Judgment.

Satan’s activities are mainly ethical, that is, deplith moral principles and conduct. He tries
to maneuver people into a position where they curse Gadia or maneuver them into a
position where they are cursed by God and die. He urgesa@ad’s holiness, God’s nature
and ways. He urges toward rebellion and rebelliousagaimst what God calls good, holy,
clean, and pure, etc. Satan’s kingdom is a kingdom of dsskr@od is for life, e.g., so Satan is
a murderer. God is not a man that He should lie, bunSatliar. Satan steals, robs; he is a
thief.

For He has rescued/delivered us from the domain/power/dankmgdom of darkness, and
transferred/translated/conveyed us to/into the kingdoribeloved Son, in Whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:13, 14.

As to the KOG, society is divided into two antitheticadgps: those who hear and receive the
word of the kingdom and those who do not know or refgetiessage of the kingdom of God.
Satan tries to divert Jesus from His redemptive missimhurges people to mock, disbelieve, or
in any way reject the message of the KOG.

The Message to the Hebrews warns believers thatibiegrift, doubt, disbelieve, disobey, and
thus die, be it a little death because the wages ds si@ath, and everything that is not of faith is
sin; or find themselves displeasing their heavenly Fathdrthus needing strong correction,
chastening (to make chaste/pure). Our God is a consuminghirelesires to bless His own and
thus moves against anything contrary to His Person and WidysLiving God is holy and thus
His own are called to be holy. The Living God is soigrend He will make it happen.

The KOG isnecessary to conquer the kingdom of Satan, the god of this age, and the evils of
thisage. Demons have the ability to take possession of the cefipeople’s hearts, to “fill the



heart.” In Judaism, the destruction of satanic powessexpected at the end of the age when
the KOG should come. The demon recognizes a supernatwval in Jesus that is capable of
crushing satanic power here and now. So the KOG is at Rkesils’ message of the coming of
the KOG involved a fundamental struggle with and conquesteo$piritual realm of evil. As
Jesus looked at people, He saw them not always asaktimral units or self-contained
autonomous spirits; He saw their souls as a battlergican arena or theatre of tragic conflict
between opposing cosmic powers, namely, the HolytSdifbod and Satan.

Jesus’ view of the world, however, is not that theated world is evil or that the material world
is evil. The world is God’s creation, and though plagued exil, it is in itself good. God
created and also sustains the world. God cares abouinsigmficant details. God is good to
the just and unjust. He is Lord of heaven and earttanSaay be called the “ruler of this age,”
but it is God’s world. And God has no serious competitors.

The true God is thus HOLY and SOVEREIGN.

Nevertheless, a man could gain the whole world (koynies whole complex of human earthly
experience, achieve everything, and still lose his ownlifieue That true life can only be found
in relationship with God. The riches of the world crowud the things of God and then become
an instrument of sin and death (Luke 12:16-21, 30). Mark 10:27.

The KOG is necessary because God wants a family. Fatherhood is the gift of the KOG. Not
all people have God as Father in the family kind of ser@dod may be the origin of their life,
their Creator, and so their “father” in that seriag;in the sense of Father/ child relationship, no.
As God'’s creature, man is completely dependent on Gidek did all he could possibly do, he
has done no more than what is expected of a servarg dis duty. Destinies are in God’s
providential control. Souls are in God’s control. Mames God complete obedience, worship,
and service, on the basis of the Creator/creatureomship alone. With Adam’s sin, all of
Adam’s posterity are born sinners. Thus all have sinnddallen short of the glory of God.

All are born in iniquity. (e.g., Psalm 51) Only Jesusi€lhs sinless, born without sin, born
without iniquity. There is no unrighteousness in Hifimus He is the Just One.

The KOG isnecessary because all people must repent or they will perish. Luke 13:1-5. In
Jesus’ view, all people are sinners. Even the pedpleea@ovenant, Israel, are lost. Jesus came
to seek and to save them. If someone saw themselveghteous rather than sinful, they are
mistaken. Jesus calls all to salvation, though ordgelwho are aware of their sinfulness might
hear and heed.

We will not find satisfaction in this life with barnslfof grain and physical comforts. We will
only find true satisfaction in having a relationship with Godj life of fellowship with the
Living God. Human beings were created to live in thab¥eship. We were created for filial
relationship. When the sinner repents there is jdeaven.

| tell you that in the same way, there will fIo@rejoy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no neegeftance. Luke 15:7 NAS

Jesus said,The time is fulfilled, and the KOG is at hand; repemd aelieve in the gospél
(Mark 1:14, 15) To see this kingdom, you will need to be lagiain. To enter this kingdom,
you will need to be born again. John 3. To repent, ydlineed God to change your heart first.
To believe you must belong. You must be one who @ra-but-of-God one. This takes the
Holy Spirit. If He plants in you the seed of lifeg k6 planting in your heart the Life of Jesus.




That Life will sprout and grow and live into the ageshaf ages, eternal life. It is only in Christ.
Do you want it?
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Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, €gm blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the woNtatthew 25:34 KJV
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