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O give

4

unto the LORD, for he is good;
for his mercy endures. forever.

Pslam 107:1 (KJV)

We know when we are apt to give thanks to God. Manygayge” before eating their meals.
Many thank God when they escape disaster, or wherr¢oewe an astounding gift. Psalm
100:4, 5 says:

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His cowith praise. Be thankful unto Him,
and bless His Name. For the LORD is good; His mereyéslasting; and His truth endures to
all generations.

Recently, when considering the act of remembrancélestad by Jesus and referenced as the
Lord’s Supper, | noticed thisAnd when He had given thanks, He broke [the bread], and
said...1 Cor. 11:24.Communion as an ordinance of remembrance intends iaderms of the
body and blood of Jesus Christ as He offered Himseltafie for our sin in order that our sin
might be forgiven and that the fullness of the atogr@nmight be accomplished. We remember
that Christ bore our liability for sin, paying the debtenof sin. He cleared us of guilt and
liability. He bore the wrath of God, propitiating thetath. He reconciled us to God in order
that we might be forgiven and not alienated from Gdd.redeemed us to set us free from the
bondage of sin. He destroyed the works of the devil.

As | thought about 1 Cor. 11: 24, | began thinking about whausJgave thanks. Thanking is
thinking; it begins with a thought that leads to thouglh#ss resulting in thankfulness. It is
thinking about God’s good grace as it works for our eternalaad for His glory.

2168 euxaristéd (from 2095 /eu, "good" and 5485/xaris, "grace") — properly, acknowledging that "God's
grace works well," i.e. for our eternal gain and His glory; to give thanks — literally, "thankful for God's
good grace." https://biblehub.com/greek/2168.htm

So let’s consider some times when Jesus gave thanks.

1. Jesus expressed His thanks to the Father, and God providathundantly — John 6:11
the 5,000; Matthew 15:36, the 4,000.

This is the same time as Luke 9:10-17; Matthew 14:13-21; and M20kdg:.. John 6:11
concerned the feeding of the five thousand, five loavddwaa fish. It had been quite a day, and
the day was waning. There was a big crowd and people wegeyhuHow were all these

people to be fed? Jesus told His discipliésu give them to eat."The disciples responded that


https://biblehub.com/greek/2095.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2168.htm

there absolutely was not enough to feed all those folksy+fa loaves and two fish, and those
were most likely gone. That didn’t change Jesus’ mindl.atH told the disciples to sit the
people down in groups. Thus started the obedience to the/@osi

And Jesus took the loaves; and when He had given thankistrdbuded to the disciples, and the
disciples to them that were set down; and likewisth® fishes as much as they would. John
6:11.

Jesudlessedwhat was presented to Him, looking ube blessed the five small barley loaves
and two small fish and five thousand people were fed. ddfgued upwhat was available,
blessed it, and God multiplied. The miracle convinced ntiaaythis indeed was that prophet
who should come into the world, but Jesus perceived tegttbuld come and take Him by
force to make Him a king, and so He departed again imoumtain Himself alone.

We are to praise Him since God can do so much more vi#lh we have! God’s provision is
seen. He is true to His promises.

In Matthew 15:36 we have the account of the feedingeofdbr thousand. Jesus had
compassion on the people who had continue with Him tage and who had nothing to eat
now. He would not send them away fasting lest theywtdagnt in the way. But this was in the
wilderness. How would they pull this off? Jesus asked wha available and the disciples
said, Seven loaves and a few little fishes. Again Jestsnanded the multitude to sit down on
the ground. He took the seven loaves and the fishes aadlgmksand broke the loaves and
gave to His disciples, and the disciples gave to thétome. Seven full baskets were left over.
Four thousand men beside the women and children were fed.

And He took the seven loaves and he fishes and gave fleamkbroke them, and gave to His
disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. Matth®&mB6. See also Mark 8:1-10.

2. Jesus expressed His thanks to His Father for hearing Himwhen He prayed. John
11:41, 42

Lazarus is dead, in the grave, in a cave stoned up. defred the stone to be taken away.
Martha complained about the stench. Jesus remindshagriée had said to her that if she
would believe, she should see the glory of God. Theest@s taken away and at this point
Jesus lifted up His eyesd said:

Father, | thank You that You have heard Me. And | ktteat You hear Me always: but because
of the people which stand by | said it, that they mayebelthat You have sent Me. John 11:41,
42

Jesus giving thanks because He knew that the Father hmandhen He prayed reveals the
nature of Christ. He knew the Father heard Him always spoke this way in order that the
people might believe that the Father had sent HinmplB&knowing that the Father had sent
Him, that He had come from the Father, was very itgmbito Jesus.

Then Jesus cried with a loud voitezarus, come forthAnd Lazarus came forth.

We don’t know what specifically Jesus prayed, but we knewdds heard. We know that Jesus
had wept, that He groaned in the spirit and was troublextdeéfe went to the grave site.



What's important for us is that God cares. GodristeWe are to thank God for hearing us.
God can do something about our concerns and may act dreloaif. \We want the listening ear
of someone we can trust, who knows us, and who has suinberests at heart.

In Jeremiah 33:1-3 the Lord tells us to call unto Hird Bie will answer us and show us great
and mighty things which we know not! Isaiah 59:1 tells us @a&d's ear is not so dull that He
cannot hear His children. Because of the atoning wodkesiis Christ on our behalf, we can
come boldly to the throne of Grace to obtain mermy @ find grace and favor in a timely way
(Hebrews 4:16). Jesus is our High Priest, ever livongake intercession for us.

Look! It's incredible that the Creator of the Univeiand the Most Holy God hears the prayers
of those believing in Jesus Christ. We are loved becsaes@e accepted in the Beloved. Our
access to the Father comes because Jesus has oeway #ind clothed us with His
righteousness. Remember, the Holy Spirit applies tehas Jesus Christ has accomplished for
us.

3. Jesus rejoiced in spirit and thanked His Father, Lord oheaven and earth, that the
Father had hidden certain things from some and revealed #m to babes. Luke
10:21, 22; Matthew 11:25

...l thank You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becaaseh#ve hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and have revealed them unto babes.s&VvEather: for so it seemed good in
Your sight. Matthew 11:25, 26.

4. Jesus gave thanks for the elements of remembrance of His lyoahd blood sacrifice.
— 1 Corinthians 11:24; Luke 22:14-23

As Jesus met with His disciples for the Last Suppergéie thanks for the bread and the cup.
He did this the same night in which He was betrayedndRaber, these elements represented
His body and His blood. Jesus would offer Himself a fiaerfor sin.

The words Jesus spoke were given from the Father, Jesih&r, as Source. This was important
to Jesus, that we understand that these words from ther fese Life and Blessing. Important
also to Jesus was that we understand that He was sten@ Bgither. He was sent to glorify His
Father, who also glorifies Jesus. Jesus was sent Iyather to save a people unto Himself.

And when He had given thanks, He broke [the bread] addBake, eat: this is My body which
is [given] for you. This do in remembrance of Me. driGthians 11:24

In the same manner also He took the cup...Jesus acknowledgé&dgEaxe, God’s good grace,
in the whole plan of salvation, of a way back to taéhEr. The love of God prompted His
sending of Jesus to be the necessary and sufficiemiicafor sin. Jesus obeyed with no
rebellion in His holy heart. He obeyed out of love aopreme loyalty and attachment to His
Father. He glorified His Father, and His Father §diHim. There was a rejoicing, a great

Joy.

John 3:16 reminds us that it was the love of God that piearHim to give His only Son for our
redemption. We must give thanks that God loved the cosmazuch that He sent His only
unique Son that whoever believes in Him should not petshdwve everlasting life.



We must thank our God, the Living God, for being who Hadsfar doing what He has done.
We need to move beyond that to thank Him for what Herrmees to do and for what He will do.
He is faithful to His Word, to His promise.

Let’s think about it. The Father abundantly provideg hidars our prayers as we are in Christ,
who is the provision as God provided Himself a sacrifozeotur sin.

In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen. (Genesi$f?2:

The Father reveals the Son, and the Son revealsather. We can rejoice in that and for
whatever God in His grace has revealed to us. We eartltanks as we remember the Lord’s
death until He comes. We can reach that point imsCmhere we are satisfied with all that God
has for us in Christ Jesus, God the Son, Son of Gad, ¢fikings and Lord of lords. Give
thanks for the LORD is good. His greatest gift is bith

We at MCM thank you for your support over these last 25#sye@/e pray for you,
remembering you with joy and rejoicing in all the LORD Hase.

May you be blessed as you give thanks to the LORD fdi#elb, for all He has done and will
do, and as you grow in your knowledge of Jesus Christ, Wkeyave thanks.

Rejoicing in the riches of His glory,

Mary Craig
Mary Craig, D. Min.

He that spared not His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how shall Hethddiwi also
freely give us all things. Romans 8:32

All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gavhe ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to Himself ini€hmot counting men’s
trespasses against them. And He has committed to us the messagadfiation.

2 Corinthians 5:18, 19
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Conclusion He that spared not His own Son but gave Himp for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things. Romans 8:32

All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himselthrough Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliaion:
that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Chrig¢, not counting men’s trespasses against them. And He
has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 2hthians 5:18, 19
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