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My first encounter with the Holy Spirit was September 27, 1972, frasinight to 1:00 a.m. A
battle raged over my soul between the Lord and Satan; | knewallapgsed under the power of
the Spirit, and heard, “Mary, be still and know that | am Godn tlee Living Spirit and | have
come to live within you. You have died, but because | live, you live.hat Taunched me from
being merely a churchgoer (4 to 5 times a week) to being truly “savedas apprehended by
Jesus Christ that night.

| had been slain by the Spirit. A death blow to my human nature, tenmgtsire had occurred,
and | was being raised into new life in Christ. | didaiow the Holy Spirit, really; but He knew
me.

We talk about how we want a deeper relationship with God. It's tiggt now. We talk about
wanting the power of God active in our lives. We talk about wantingttd@ger to Jesus. We
talk less about desiring holiness and htbe Holy Spirit works to bring us closer to Jesus,
increasing the power of the Spirit in our lives, etc.

So...we're going to talk about it with some help from Andrew Murray anddog, The Secret
of Spiritual Srength.

Hebrews 9.14 says, “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who througketimal Spirit
offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead wosksve the living
God?” If we are going to understand a new dimension of life in Gkeishust understand the
power of the CrossThe Cross of Christ is the highest expression of the Spirit a$tCMve
must come to know the Spirit who led Christ to the Cross to truly kesusJ Obedience and
self-denial are what distinguished Jesus from everyone in heavenrimd@bedience and self-
denial are what qualified Him as Mediator on the throne throughouttgterni
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. Likewise we must come to know the nature of the Holy Spirit wh&larist
to the Cross. The Holy Spirit of Pentecost is the same Holit $pio conceived Jesus and the same Holy Spirit who
led Christ to the Cross. This same Holy Spirit also flowsfisam the Cross to us as its purchase, and to whom the
power of the Cross is given.

The Holy Spirit led Christ to the Cross, and the Cross led to vmeggef the Holy Spirit to the elect, and so the Spirit
will always lead back to the Cross again, because only the Holy Gpirreveal the meaning of the Cross and
communicate to us its fellowship.

We are to live “crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2.20). We aoewalk as those who have crucified the flesh and who can
conguer it in no other way but by continually regarding it as crucified.al&¢o take up the Cross, this instrument of
death, daily. Our relationship to the world is to be that of thoseangorucified to it, and the world is crucified to us.

We must have a vision of the Crod$'s not the amount of suffering required or actual surrender th te&ithe mind
of Christ we are after. What motivated Him throughout the cafrbis earthly life? What was the mind that was in
Him? Where did the power come from? It was through the etepirétlt8at Jesus offered Himself without spot to
God.

It was the Holy Spirit who was in Christ, who conceived Christ, talaght Him, who led Him. For example, take
time to examine Luke 2.49, Matthew 3.13-17; Matthew 4.1, 1 Peter THEL Cross is the perfect expression of the
mind of the Holy Spirit—of what He asks and how He works. In ordeeéohuman nature from sin and fill it with
Himself, that sin nature had to be slain. Our prayer should ks (Sl” Freedom from the power of sin takes
personal separation from it through entire death to it. God demaarttihe Spirit works it. In this Jesus is our
Forerunner, the Captain of our salvation. Hebrews 2.9-15.

We say we want to be filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Sp&ads us to a death that is characterized by the Cros
God’s chosen instrument of death. There is no higher work in our behatbtlead us into the perfect fellowship of
the Cross. The Holy Spirit leads us in the path of the Crosspurpose is to manifest in us the obedience and self-
denial of Christ. Christ learned obedience in the things which Heredf and so will we. Paul got it.

But what things were gain to me, those | counted loss for Christ.
Yea, doubtless, and | count all things but loss
For the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
For whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them
But dung, that | may win Christ.
And be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness,
Which s of the law, but that which is through the
Faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
That | may know Him, and the power of His resurrection,
And the fellowship of His sufferings,
Being made conformable unto His death; if by any means
| might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
Philippians 3.7-11

The Cross means taking up this instrument of death and following Gmadagh the Cross to glo (Luke 9.23, 24
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Know that self refuses the Cross. Self, the real centaurdbeing, the controlling power, refuses to acceptlitus we
begin with the total denial of self.

The Cross means surrender, accepting and surrendering to death. Thatsiaos will surely dieCarry your cross t
Golgotha and be crucified on it. You might ask, “Why, since Jesus fdidnte?”

When Adam plunged humanity into the state of sin and misery, man (youlaswhihe a creature with a strange,
unnatural, worldly life. The will of God, heaven, and holiness, fockvine were created, became lost to us. The
pleasures of the flesh, self, the world, and the fascination ldie&same natural and attractive. We don't see it, the
power of self and its pride, the corruption, the pollution, the death dd’t see the evil of it; how it is our enemy.
When it is revealed to us by the Holy Spirit, we take up the Cilessnstrument of death, and kill it.

| hold and am held, | bear and am borne. | bear the Cross and | meyoChrist. It is only in the power of being
held by Christ that | can hold the Cross. It is only in the poweringl®rne or carried by Christ that | can bear or
carry the Cross.

Following Christ takes focus. We focus on Christ and on the pathdHghbaen as the Way.

‘ ’ The Cross speaks of sin and of the Curse. It speaks of suffedra death. When
Christ bore the Cross and entered into God'’s holy presence, He openedymavhich we, too, could draw near to
God. He put away sin. 1 Peter 3.18, Hebrews 9.26. Jesus bongsiee d2ath, and condemnation. He carried away
sin. He broke and abolished the power of the Devil. He set ugdraeSatan’s stronghold. There is immediate
acquittal and admission to God’s favor and friendship for every beli@\es.is grace; this is what love looks like.

Jesus walked this way of the Cross. Hebrews 5.8, 9. Galétiehs The Cross is the path to God. There is no way t
God apart from death, the entire giving up of a life.

The way of the Cross is the way to bless others. It was & tiedfied One, giving His life, that Christ earned the
power to bless people. The power of God'’s Spirit works through the bodyisef @ithe measure in which God’s

people give themselves to Him as a sacrifice for othersednsbeing willing to forget ourselves and to sacrifice
ourselves, to give so that the cause of Christ prevails.

Her eby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down Hislife for us;
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 1 John 3.16

At first we regard death to sin, death to the world, and deatlif tassthe path of life and blessing. But there is more
We must also allow Christ to teach us the secret that espectof His obedience to the Father and His victory over
sin was not for any personal glorification but was for the purpose ofgsathers around Him. We must reach the
stage where we give our lives for others, for the Body of Christneghing may be “lawful” but not expedient.
Romans 14.13-23. The Cross is the way for us, so that it may beyHernvaghers, too. To have power over
something, you must be dead to it and it must be dead to you.

The enemy of the Cross is Satan. Earth is the battlefieldeWieaven and hell meet in deadly conflict. We are to

conquer evil and to cast it out. The Cross is the triumph over S&téossians 2.14, 15. Christ made a show of His
enemies openly; throughout the entire spiritual realm, before angetieaits] it was known that Jesus had conqu
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In the spiritual world, the Cross means victory over death, helthengrave. Christ turned the tables on the enemy.
He turned captivity captive. The only way Satan can rule over sonmetra they consent to be his slave.
Deliverance is there for anyone who yields to Christ and His Cr@gSor. 2.14, 1 Cor 15.54, 57. We must believe in
this triumph. Christ sets the believer free. We mustlsgehie chains of bondage have been broken, get up, and ge
going. Walk out of our helplessness. Walk out of our bondage. Walk asvayte power of SatarCome out of thi
grave. Unwrap the bindings of death.

We cannot rise from the dead until we are dead. And, yes, thieeafter death.

LET THE WORLD SEE WHAT
REDEMPTION CAN DO.
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