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Senseless tragedies like that at Sandy Hook Elementary School iadewZonnecticut, touch
us to the core. We move through learned responses of grief—balloons ltoste iair,
memorial places with flowers, candles, pictures, and stuffedadsi We hold vigils, dinners,
and church services. We talk about taking action so that “it neppeha again” and ways to
remember those lost to the growing violence in our nation. It's edlysoeinous when death
and destruction come during what should be happy times, like Christmas.

| heard one doctor on TV say that the trouble with Christmas wigsrelthat we needed to get
rid of religion and just have gifiiving, family time, good food and friends, and all the lights and
glitter; what! Just forget the Christ of Christmas? Anotwator referred to letting the
psychologists and psychiatrists deal with tragedies. They have nmucavailable, and grief
counselors—this in response to a question about the role of the clergysarttig Hook School
Shooting.

People know, however, that through the grief, through the seseless tragedy of evil, they

must find safety. We MUST find the One, True, and Livig God. We must find hope in
our faith in order to overcome evil with good.
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We can go through the motions and traditions of Christivi&s have done
that ourselves—decorating, shopping for gifts, church dinners, “cookieatiaghool, Christmas caroling, enjoying the
lights as the darkest day of the year passes by. There’s beautgyhisgnsome would call magical in the air. There’'s
something assuring about family and church traditions, about Grandma's fecstuffing, the angel tree-topper from
World War I, the china used only for special occasions. They hékleas it all together” through good times and
bad. We need the continuity of Christmas, and more importantlyytls t

We enjoy the excitement of anticipation, of wonder, of something né&at’sTwhy it's so much fun to be around little
children; what is familiar to us is new and fresh to them.yHre just learning about the world. There’s an innocenc
at work, one which Jesus honors when He calls for faith aseachitid.

When tragedy strikes and the evil of it, the advice is to return toalooutines as soon as possible. The fact is,
however, that for those touched by random acts of violence and the fitititgnd the grief of it, a person is changed
internally. The event becomes part of who they are now and who théyewilThe event has touched their core.

Whatever our lives, whatever our days, we must strain to find tnatihave truth in our inward parts, at our core. As
believers, we deal in realities because God deals in redbsus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Jesus sanctifies
Himself on behalf of believers in Truth (really, not in types or shajlodesus is the Faithful and True. The Spirit is
Truth.

Death may seem normal in the scheme of life, but actuallyaitmormal to God, who is the God of the Living. Jesus
came to bear witness to the truth, to abolish death. (Hebrew=28)14e came that through Him we might no longer
fear death, but know Him who is the Resurrection and the Lifep De&n where we live, we know that death is just
wrong. Murder is wrong. So we seek for safety; and that saftdybis found in God, in the Presence of God. No
matter what we do so that something “never happens again,” we tivis lipresent evil age.” We find hope in our
faith as we remember the Christ of Christmas, who He is Wba@ame to do, and why we trust Him, especially in the
dark.

Senseless tragedies shake us to the @fien, it takes tragedy, trials, and times of persecutiondr those of the
Church to be loosed from the earthly securities of our “sanciaries” in order to seek sanctuary in the Holy Spirit
alone. This is such a time.

If you make the Most High your dwelling—even the LORD,
Who is my refuge—then no harm will befall you,
no disaster will come near your tent.
For He will command His angels concerning you

to guard you in all your ways. Psalm 91.9-11
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Psalm 91 begins by informing us that the one who dwells in the shelker bfost High will rest in the shadow of the
Almighty. In the sanctuary of God Most High we find safety from theesrsafety from pestilence, night terrors, and
enemy arrows. As we acknowledge the Name of the LORD, Heestle and protect us. Even if tragedy strikes in
the providence and sovereignty of Geglan for our lives, so also we will find Him faithful to turn wiasas meant for
evil into good. (Genesis 50:19, 20; Psalm 23; Romans 8)

You that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD:

He is their help and their shield. Psalm 115:11

In the Old Covenant, the Holy Spirit would come upon a man or woman atigdimes, and God chose prophets,
judges, kings, and priests to serve as vessels to mediate Hinqaek the New Covenant, believers receive the very
life of God and become "a temple of the Holy Spirit." (1 Corinth&®8) The Church is not a building or programs,
but people, living stones built upon the foundation of Christ, the Chief Cavner8elievers are called out ones,
called to be a holy nation, the family of the Father, the household anddfdaed, a holy sanctuary and dwelling in
which God lives by His Spirit. (Ephesians 2.19-22)

Today, believers carry the presence of God. We are kings and pnéstSod Most High. The light and love that flow
out of us demonstrate to those around us that we are God’s holy donsastwyélling-place, a place where people can
come and find sanctuary.

We are a holy sanctuary in the Lord,a habitation of God through the Spirit. (Ephesians 2.21, 22) A sanctuary is
holy place set apart from profane use for the purpose of worship of anwaon with a deity." In Ephesus, a stone
statue of Diana (Queen of Heaven) inhabited a temple. Peopldalvaméo worship and commune with it. But "God
that made the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Edrebwen and earth, dwells not in temples made witt
hands; neither is worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anyethiimg He gives to all life, and breath,
and all things." (Acts 17.24, 25) God dwells in relationship incarimatéis people.

As we worship, honoring the Blood of His Son, welcoming the glory of Hisd?ice, the Holy Spirit will come to
move in our midst, to intercede, to bring us where Jesus is, to usitse@well/abide/enter the relationship of
sanctuaryHe will be our sanctuary as we are His sanctuante is our holy place and refuge as we are His holy
place and tabernacle. He comes to dwell in us as we come tardwenh.
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1As we come tdive in the relationship of sanctuary we no longer need a
tabernacle made with hands, for we are His tabernacle mddélisihands. The refuge is in us and us in it, for He is |
us, and we are in Him. We are encircled, enveloped, in Hinhairg place, a shelter—the secret place of the Most
High. We are safe in Him. Nevertheless, we are exhortasisembly ourselves together in order to encourage one
another to love and good works. (Hebrews 10:24, 25)

As we are cleansed and being cleansed of all filthiness ofdteskspirit, we become that holy place set apart for §&od
Spirit, and we are filled with His Spirit, permeated by Hi&i& We are declared clean, pure, according to the gospel
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of grace; and we become so by the power of the Holy Spirit. Wevbglhalk in it, and become what God has declare
us to be. We beckon others to enter into our joy. We bring all of ousselvall of His Spirit.

Let’s see ourselves as the holy sanctuary of the Holy Spirgeparated to a holy purpose, to serve the LORD in
holiness and righteousness, without fear, all the days of our liet%s dee ourselves as a worship center, a place
where the LORD of Hosts is sanctified (Isaiah 8.13, 14), a hoys@pér for all nations(Isaiah 56.7), the abode of
God to which He brings His redeemed people to reign over them as kiodu€15.17), a place for the Lord to dwell
in our midst (Exodus 25.8).

The important factor in sanctuary is the presence of God, theisistabht of right relationship with God. Mother
church doesn't bring us into that right relationship. Jesus does. Jestlis,Blpod and righteousness, becomes that
new and living way by which we have access to the Throne of Grace and f&sus, full of grace and truth, God
Incarnate, is the Word become flesh who dwelt/tabernacled among us.

That Word dwells/tabernacles in tisough the Holy SpiritWe become the sanctuary of the Holy SpiritWe are a
refuge to those around us seeking rest for their souls. We have #hdavathich they thirst, the bread for which they
hunger, the key that opens the door of their prison, the comfort of the Gemfie clothing to cover the shame of
their nakedness. We extend “safety in God” to others as God’s love thovegh us, being in us.

Let us sanctifythe LORD of Hosts. Let us sanctify Jesus as Lord. Let usiatiet Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Christ.
Let ussanctify life. Where does sanctity of life come from? It stems from loveGfudt is love and created us in His
image—to love. Love seeks not its own. Jesus came to suffer feintberrupting creation, to live in conscious
agreement with the will and Law of God and to die to pay the penalgyf@s sin-bearer and curse-bearer in order to
satisfy divine justice.

People will not stop aborting and murdering life, whether ofthe unborn or the born, until they see the signature
of the Creator on the creation.He signed His Name in Blood, and His Name is the Word of GodeHteHis Holy
Spirit to bring life and preserve it. Love frees from death, exjgell, overcoming it. It stems from the goodness of
God, His holiness. Understanding God’s goodness encourages us to overttmyea@ng specific acts of good.
(Romans 12)
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The gift of life
% < We must find our safety in God as the sanctuary of the Holy SparihdD be ashamed
Him or of the gospel of grace of which we are His witnesssHiea Spirit of Christ, and He is given to us. He is "the
gift." He is "the blessing." He is the passion of the Presembeés is why Jesus came and what we celebrate at
Christmas. Even on the darkest days, God will let us find joy. @bdnable us to be overcomers. Rejoice! Rest!
Rise up in the power of the Spirit!

Wishing you a blessed Christmas,

Mary J. Craig, D.P.V

P.S. Go to www.marycraig.org for the latest articles and words received. Take a look and see all that God is doing through this
ministry, in world missions, in evangelism, the Barnabas Project, Craighouse® Christian Fellowship, home visitation, Kinetic

Koinonia, Bible study books available through the online Catalog, and more. Donate: Mary Craig Ministries, Inc., P. O. Box 4610,
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Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338-4610. Worship with us 4:30 p.m. Sundays. Grow and flourish in small group ministry at Craighouse®
Christian Fellowship, located in the Pompano Plaza at 114 E. Mc Nab Road, Pompano Beach, FL 33060. Log on to
www.craighouse.org for a map, current events, and Bible studies. Reach MCM at 954-491-7270. Send in your prayer requests. To
be part of MCM’s “download group” and receive recorded Bible messages given at Craighouse®, subscribe free by e-mailing
mary@marycraig.org and ask to participate and receive the Dropbox-stored sound files which you can play or download by
clicking on the link provided. Mary Craig Ministries, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit corporation founded in 1993. Federal ID 65-

0429517.

Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with,them
And they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them,

And be their God. Revelation 21.3
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